Republic of the Philippines
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION

CHED MEMORANDUM
No. 04 , s. 1097

TO0 CHED Reglonal Directors

SUBJECT Guldelines for Implementation of CHED Memorandum Order
No. 58, 1996 “ New General Education Curriculum (GEC)™

DATE February 18, 1997

In accordance wilh the perlinent provisions of Republic Acl No. 71722,
olherwise known as the “Higher Educalion Act of 1994," and in order lo effeclively
implement CHED Memorandum Order No. 59, s. 1996, all CHED Direclors are
hereby direcled {o inform lhe Higher Education Instilulions (HEIs) lo adopt lhe
foliowing guidelines in the implementation of (he GEC,;

1

- HEIs are in (he besl posilion (o evaluale the importance and relevance of

specilic subjecis lo the courses of sludy of lheir own sludents and,
lherefore have the academic [reedom and flexibilly lo formulale and

implement their own curricula, provided thal the minimum standards sel by
CHED are mel.

. For the purpose of these guidelines, lhere shall be lwo broad calegories of

fields of study: a) the Humanilies, Social Sciences and Communication; and
b) fields olher than the Humanilies, Social Sciences and Communication.

. The minimum number of units required for the GEC will vary according to the

calegory of fields of sludy.

- The minimum requirements for the GEC as’lisled In CMO No. 69, s. 1296

are meanl for lerliary’coursos of study in the Humanilies, Social Sciences
and Commuricalion which shall be considered as GEC-A. Al sludenls

majoring in the Humanilies, Social Sclences and Communlcalion shall follow
GEC-A. ‘

. Sludents majoring in fields other than lhe Humanilies, Social Sciences and

Communication need not follow GEC-A bul instead may follow anolher sel
of minimum requirements known as GEG-B which consists of lhe lollowing:

3) Alleasl 21 unils In Humanities, consisling of:
English - 6 unilg

Filipino - 6 unils
Humanilies subjecls (e.g. Lileralure, AL, Philosophy) - 9 unils
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b) Al least 15 unils in Mathemalics, Nalural Sciences, and
Information Technology, consisling of;

Mathemalics - 6 unils
Nalural Sciences -6 units

Eleclive (e.g., Malhemalics, Nalural Sciences, Technology)
-3 unils

&) Al leasl 12 unils in Social Sciences, consisling of subjects such as
Political Science, Psychology, Anthropology, Economics, History, and
the like, provided, however, that the following topics are laken up in

. appropriale subjecls; Taxation and Land Reform, Philippine
Conslitution, Family Planning and Population Educalion,

d) One separale subject on Rizal's Life and Works.

. Because fields other (han (he Humanities, Social Sciences and

Communication vary widely from each olher, no specific lille or content is
mandaled for any subjects in GEC-B, provided that the particular subjects
offered fall within the pertinent discipline or area of knowledge.

- The choice of whether to use GEC-A or GEC-B for any course of study olher

than the Humanities, Social Sciences and Communicalion is left lo the
discretion of the HEI.

. The Placement Examination in lhe English Language referred to in Section
B1b of CMO 59 need not be a separale examination. Existing examinations,
such as schools entrance examinations and the Nalional Secondary
Achievement Test (NSAT), may be used to determine whelher sludents are
competent enough in English to handle lerliary-level courses taught in that
language. No new examination fees should be required of students taking
this placement examinalion.
. The intention of the course named "English Plus" is lo update the English
language skills of students before they are allowed inlo regular English
subjects. The course lille "English Plus” need not be used by HEIs that follow
a numbering system inconsistent with it.

For immediate dissemination.

ANGEL C. ALCALA

Chairman
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